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Please open your Bibles and your hearts to Mark 3… 

When the divine breaks into the human realm, people often don’t know 

what to do with it. And if they don’t have a Godward, Christ-centered view 

of faith they will begin grasping at straws for humanistic explanations.  

Jesus experienced this kind of response from people in Mark 3: 

1. Jesus’ Family � “He has lost His senses” (vs. 21) � crazy! 

 

� Healing with power and delivering from demons 

� Speaking with authority and making divine claims 

o He was ranking Himself with greater authority than the 

scribes and Pharisees by taking down their traditions, 

such as fasting . 

o He was putting Himself on the same par with the 

Creator by claiming to be Lord of the Sabbath.  

o He was boldly doing what only God had the right to do, 

like pronouncing forgiveness of sin.  

� Directly & forcefully confronting the scribes who were the 

political and spiritual powers of the day which would threaten 

His safety and the safety of those who associated with Him. 

Jesus’ family feared a catastrophic disaster if they didn’t stop 

Jesus.  

 

2. Jesus’ Foes (scribes) � “He is possessed by Beelzebul” and “He 

casts out demons by the ruler of the demons” (vs. 22) 

This was an extremely serious charge—the most serious charge. 

They were claiming that Jesus was in league with Satan, possessed 

by an evil spirit (vs. 30).  

 

Jesus responds in 3 ways: 

a. Logical refutation: (vs. 23-26) 

b. Explanation of truth: (vs. 27) � Good News!! 

“Strong man” = Satan 

“Strong man’s house” = this world; realm of man where Satan 

holds his captives 

� 2 Cor 4:4—“the god of this world has blinded the minds 

of the unbelieving, so that they might not see the light 

of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God.” 

� Eph 2:2—“…the prince of the power of the air, of the 

spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.” 
 

Jesus is entering the strong man’s house. In Jesus the kingdom of 

God is invading the kingdom of this dark world and plundering the 

domain of Satan by loosing captives who have been enslaved by sin 

and Satan. When Jesus casts out demons, He is demonstrating that 

the kingdom of God is overcoming Satan, the strong man, and 

setting his captives free.  
 

This is very good news! Those who turn to the Lord Jesus Christ 

come under the power of God who is more than able to plunder the 

domain of darkness. There are people all around us every day who 

are held captive by the blindness of unbelief, and yet God has sent 

His Son to penetrate this dark prison and set captives free.  
 

We know that Satan has not received his final blow but we can live 

in the confidence that the Kingdom of Light still plunders the 

kingdom of darkness. 

� Heb 2:14    

� I John 3:8 

� I John 4:4 

� Col 2:15 

� Eph 1:20-22 

� Rev 20 

� 2 Cor 10:3-5 



“Strongholds” = godless speculations; philosophies and 

worldviews that deny God and His revealed truth 

*Need to renew our minds! 

Rom 12:2—“do not be conformed to this world but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind. “ 

Col 2:8—“See to it that no one takes you captive 

through philosophy and empty deception, according 

to the tradition of men, according to the elementary 

principles of the world, rather than according to 

Christ.”   

2 Cor 11:3—“I am afraid that as the serpent 

deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led 

astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to 

Christ.” 

   

c. Serious warning: Beware of the “eternal sin” [vs. 28-29] 

Unpardonable sin = blasphemy of the Spirit 

� Wayne Grudem: “Malicious, willful rejection and 

slander against the Holy Spirit’s work of attesting to 

Christ and attributing that work to Satan” 

� Kent Hughes: “the ongoing, continual rejection of the 

witness of the Holy Spirit to the Divinity and Saviorhood 

of Christ.”  

Contrast between vs. 28 & 29: 

Vs 28 � Remarkable Hope! 

Every and any sin can be forgiven, including the very worst 

kind of blasphemy against God and His Son (ie. Paul: I Tim 

1:13) 

Vs 29 � Remarkable Danger! 

The only sin that cannot be forgiven is blasphemy against 

the Holy Spirit who is our access to the saving grace and 

power of Christ.  

There is a very distinct line between the great hope of vs. 28 

and the grave danger of vs. 29. We might illustrate that line 

with a cross. 

 

 

 

 

The requirement for you to be transferred from death to life, 

from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light, is that 

you must be born again.  

John 3:3—“Unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God” 

When God’s great mercy takes effect in one’s life, the result is a new 

birth—a spiritual birth.  

 

This spiritual rebirth is essential for two reasons: 

� Rebirth is the answer to our sin problem. Romans teaches 

that all have sinned and that the wages of that sin is death. 

Eph 2 concludes that we are dead in our trespasses and sins. 

If sin has brought about spiritual death, then we need to be 

born again. 

� Rebirth qualifies us to enter the Kingdom of God. In John 

3, Jesus said, “unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” (John 3:3)  

 

If a rebirth is essential for us to overcome sin and death so we can 

enter the Kingdom of God, then the big question is, “how is one born 

again?”  

Total Forgiveness   →   Eternal Life 

(Spiritual rebirth) 

Eternal Guilt → Eternal Damnation 

(Dead in our sins) 

Mark 3:28 

(John 3) 

Mark 3:29 

(Eph. 2) 



The Bible gives us 3 aspects of this rebirth. 

 

a. Rebirth is a work of the Spirit of God.  

 

             In John 3:7-8, Jesus clarifies that to be born again means     

to be born of the Spirit—“unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 

 

Titus 3:5 says, “He saved us not on the basis of deeds 

which we have done in righteousness, but according to 

His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 

renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon 

us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior…” 

 

b. Rebirth comes to us through the Word of God 

 

Once again we see that the Spirit and the Word go always 

together.  

 

1 Peter 1:23 ~ “you have been born again not of seed 

which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through 

the living and abiding word of God.” 

  

c. Rebirth is received through faith in the Son of God.
1
  

 

In John 3:14-15 when Jesus explained to Nicodemus how 

one is born again He said, “as Moses lifted up the serpent in 

the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so 

that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.”   

 

Summary: We are born again as the Spirit of God, works through 

the Word of God, to produce faith in the Son of God. � Grace! 
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 And again faith comes by hearing the word of Christ (Rom 10:17) so we see the 

centrality of the Word in the Spirit’s work of salvation.  

This is why blaspheming the Spirit is unforgiveable. Because in willfully 

rejecting the Holy Spirit, you harden your heart and deny your only access 

to saving faith in Christ.  

a. Many people have lost sleep over vs. 29, worrying about whether or 

not they have committed the unpardonable sin. If you have genuine 

concern about that you have not committed this sin because there 

is still enough tenderness in your heart to be concerned about 

repentance and forgiveness. 

 

b. But if you are indifferent to the gospel you stand in a pathway of 

grave danger. If you continue to hear the gospel, know the gospel, 

understand the gospel and yet harden your heart against the Spirit’s 

voice you are in grave danger of a hardening of heart that will 

become irreversible. This is why the writer of Hebrews repeatedly 

warned, “Today if you hear His voice do not harden your heart.” 

*church-raised kids:  

The greatest obstacle to the grace of God is not vile wickedness, but 

pride and self-righteousness.  

Hardening our hearts against the Holy Spirit’s witness of Jesus, will lead to 

grave and irreversible consequences.  

But (having our hearts opened) to believe the Spirit’s witness of Jesus, frees 

us to from the grip of Satan by the infinitely superior power of Jesus.   

 

Application:  

1. We as the church, the body of Christ, are called follow Jesus on His 

mission of plundering the kingdom of darkness with the Light of the 

Gospel. We’re still in “enemy territory” for the purpose of 

proclaiming the emancipation that Christ has ratified for enslaved 

sinners.  



We do not exist to have nice little church services for ourselves. We 

exist to love and worship Christ so supremely that we go out into 

this world of darkness to love and serve people so that we can tell 

them about the good news: Jesus has come to rescue them from 

their sin and their captivity to the kingdom of darkness and to 

reconcile them to God for all eternity.  

2. I wonder, have you clearly and distinctly crossed the line from death 

to life. Have you been born again? Is there evidence and fruit in 

your life that you are no longer living for your self-centered, sinful 

life of disregarding and defying your Creator? Or is your highest 

purpose to serve and obey Jesus with all the love and delight of 

your soul? Are you bound by the strong man, held captive to 

Satan’s deception that life is all about you and the shallowness of 

worldly success? Does your conscience rightfully hold you captive to 

your guilt, condemning you for your sin?  

There is only one way for you to cross the line from eternal guilt to 

eternal life. Jesus must take you across and the way you hold on to 

him is by faith. But before you take hold of Him with all of your 

trust, you must repent, let go of your grasp of your sinful 

independence and the delusion that you can rightfully reign over 

the kingdom of your life.  

Regardless of how severely you have sinned. You can experience the 

forgiveness of God if you will respond to the Spirit’s voice and turn 

to Christ as your Savior and Lord.  

John 3:36—“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who 

does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides 

on him.” 

Without Christ in your life, you are continually earning your way to 

eternal punishment, alienated from the God of life.  

But Jesus has come in the power of the Spirit. He lived His life to a 

perfect record of righteousness and then offered it as payment for 

your sin to fully satisfy the demands of God’s justice. Regardless of 

how bad you have sinned, He has purchased forgiveness and pardon 

for you so that you can be embraced in God’s perfect love.  

The Holy Spirit is speaking through the word in this very moment. 

Do you hear Him? Are you turning from rebellion to faith? If you 

hear His voice, do not harden your heart.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


